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Yet it must at least be allowed that this localization of
sensation answers to the important fact that, under
usual circumstances, the agency producing the sensa-
tion is applied at this particular point of the organism,
the knowledge of which point is supposed by modern
psychologists to have been very slowly learnt by the
individual and the race, through countless experiments
with the moving organ of touch, assisted by the eye.

Similarly, the reference of the impression, in the
case of hearing and sight, to an object in the environ-
ment, though, as we have seen, from one point of view
illusory, clearly answers to a fact of our habitual ex-
perience ; for in an immense preponderance of cases at
least a visual or auditory impression does arise through
the action on the sense-organ of a force (ether or air
waves) proceeding from a distant object.

In some circumstances, however, even this element
of practical truth disappears, and the localization of
the impression, both within and without the organism,
becomes altogether illusory. This result is involved in
the illusions, already spoken of, which arise from the
instinctive tendency to refer sensations to the ordinary
kind of stimulus. Thus, when a feeling resulting
from a disturbance in the optic nerve is interpreted
as one of external light vaguely felt to be acting oft
the eye, or one resulting from some action set up
in the auditor}7 fibre as a sensation of external sound
vaguely felt to be entering the ear, we see that the
error of localization is a consequence of the other error
already characterized.

As I have already observed, an excitation of a
nerve at any other point than the peripheral termi-